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“ For «ways in thine eyes, O Liderty!
Nhines that high light whereby the world is saved ;
And though thou slay us, we will trust in thee.”

Jouy Hay.

On Picket Duty.

Joseph Cook recently told a congregation of Chi-
eagoans that Chicago thought well of itsclf and the
world thought well of Chisago, but the question
to eensider was what Gad thought of it. Perhaps
Joseph, as God's fidus dchates, will kindly inform us
Just what God's opinion is concerning Chieago.

One of the numerous secticns vf New York's new
penal code relating to the observanes of Sunday and
kindved subjeets makes it a misdemeanor to force
any one by threats or violence to profess or practise
.any varticalar form of religious belief. That is to
say, this section makes it a misdemeanor to enforce
any of the other sections for the others threaten to
inflict penalties on all who do not observe Sunday as
the Christian Church commands.

Jobn Most, formerly editor of the Loudon  Frei-
heit,” whose term of imprisonment in England
recently expired, will soon arrive at New York,
where he will be warmly welcomed The socialistic
societies will give him a reception in the Germania
Assembly Roows, 261 Bowery, on the evening of
“iecémber 17, and Tthe following evening, in Cooper
TInstitute, he will tor the first time address an Ameri-
can audience. Later he will ¢-eak in other cities

Mr. Heywood declines to conduct his own case in
court on the ground that he ** will not, cannot plead
or even ask for freedom or life before these savage
usurpations miseailed courts of justice” Bosh, Mr.
Heywood! To toke this ground, after engaging law-
yers to plead for you, is not only inconsisteni, but
silly.  Whai you ask through a lawyer selected and
appointed by yourself, you ask yourself, and this noth-
ing can disguise. - Fither allow no defence at al!, or
else defend yourself.

New York’s penal code makes attempted suicide a
felony, punishable by fine and imprisonment This
is the crowning absurdity and tyranny of law. If a
man has no control over bhie own life, what earthly
rights do remain to him? Government, with its laws
against the use of contrivances 1o prevent conception,
suys his coming into the world shail not be avoided,
and, after oppressing him until life becomes irksome
and without hope, declares that he shall not resign,
but must continue to be oppressed until he can depart
in a regular, peaceable, and law-abiding manner by
starvation or the authorized rope.

Liberty is dead, cremated, and buried. Mr. George
Howe ot Providence, R 1., officiated as executioner,
fireman, and undertaker. [ts readers will remember
his announcement, in a notc stopping his subseription,
of the ““close of its paironage.” It ncw appears
that, not sati~fied with thus administering ~ur death-
blow, he burned a copy of the paper, carried the
ashes on a shovel into his back-yard, dug a grave
five feet deep, and buried them with appropriate
ceremonies. Whether the latter included the pro-

nouncing of an anathema we are not informed. All
this beeause Mr. Howe is a Roman Catholic, and Lib-
erty, finding his church degpntie, plainly says so.

The examination of E. H. Heywood before United
States Commissioner Hallett was held November 28,
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to awzac the action of the grand jury, Elizur Wright
giving bonds ior his appearance at the Decem® v
term ot the court. The proseevtion, or rather Mr
Comstock, — practically the sawme thing, for Mr.
Comstock appeared to run the government counsel
and the court itself, — precented no evidence except
that bearing on the syringe charge, dropping
“ Cupid’s Yekes " and the seleetions from ¢ Leaves of
Grags,” though these are likely to be included in the
indictment 'The examivation was » sham through-
out, it being evident that the commissioner had
fuily made up his mind in advance, ard only listened
to the evidence and the argument to save appear-
ances. This was borne out by a remark swhich
the editor of Liberty accidentally overheard Blod-
‘gett, the government lawyer, drop after the pre
ceedings.  Said he (in substance): *1 don’t often
have a chance to taik before the commissioner, but I
expected to do some talking today. 'The commis-
sioner, however, rendered his decision without wait-
ing to hear from me, I must adwmit that the entire
proceedings appeared to be of an ex parfe charac-
ter.” It seems to us that the defence made some
serious mistakes, — among them, moving to quash
the complaints because of informalities, thus prevent-
ing these informalities from creeping into the indiet-
ment with fatal effect, and, second, Mr. Pickering’s
crogs-axumination "of Comstock and subsequent
argument in a tone which might have had some
effect upon a jury, but which could only prejudice a
judge. At the close an exciting incident occurred.
Mr. Heywood, being called upon to go through the
forms incident to the bailing process, declined to
take any part in an assault upon himself. The com-
missioner became angry at this, committed the
prisoner, and abruptly left the court-room. By
request of Mr. Heywood's counsel, however, he
again entered, and asked Mr. Heywood if he was
reaay to give bonds. The latter replied that he
would give his word that he would appear in comrt
when wanted. The commissioner made another
exit, more sudden than the first. Mr. Heywood .was
at this point removed in charge of an officer. But
his friends and counsel finally inducing him to
change his course, the commissioner’s presence was
again secured and the requisite forms gone through,
all the funetionaries of the court-room swelling with
pride at this triumph of law and order. Liberty
honors Mr. lleywood’s protest, but thinks he should
not have made it unless prepared to sternly adbere
to it. He damaged himselt’ by succumbing Elizur
Wright, his bondsman, was more successful, but
probably because of his high reputation. Being
asked to hold up his right hand, Mr. Wright said:
“This ceremony is to me an entirely meaningless
one, and, although I am ready to perform it it the
court insists, it will have no more effec, upon me
than if I were to say, ‘ So help me the inultiplication
table’” The commissioner viewed him with a
puzzled countenance, but finally managed to ask the
zovernment it it would waive the oath in Mr.
Wright's case, and, having received an aflirmative
answer, warned the brave old gentleman, withk a
show of sternness, that he was acting under the
pains and penalties of perjury. Mr. Wright did not
seem awestricken in the least, but answered the
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FREMIUMS FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS.
Liberty makes she following offers to new subseri-
bers only, and in sc doing affords them an opportunity
of purchasing a considerable library of standard liter-
ature at rates af least five {imes lower than could be
obtalued through the ordinary channels of the book
trade :—

To each new subseriber sending us

FIFTY CENTS,

the regular subscription price of the paper, we will
send Liberty for one year and a copy of the first
volume of John Ruskin's Letters to Workmen and
Laborers, entitled, ¢ Fors Clavigera.”

To each new subscriber sending us

ONE DOLLAR,

we will send Liberty for one year and a copy of each
of the following works:—

Christmas Stories ! "A Christmar Carol, The Chimes, The
Cricket on the Hearth, The Baiile of Lite, ‘The Haunted Man.
By CHAzpLis Dickens, With 16 full-page illustrations by
Frederick Barnerd., Complete in two volumes, 8vo, manila.
Fors Clavigera: Letters to, Workmen and Laborers. By Jomn
Ruski¥. In ty-o volumes, 4to, manila.

Sartor Resartus: The Life and Opinion- . Herr Teufelsdrickh.
By Tnomas CARLYLE. Octavo, manila,

To each new subseriber sending us
ONE DOLLAR AND A HALF,
we will send Liberty for one year, and, in addition to
the works above mentioned, a copy of each of the
following :—
Idyls of the King. By ALFRED TENNYSON. Arranged in the
order designed by the author. 4to, manila.
Light of Asia; or, The Great Renunciation. Being the Life and
Teaching of Gautama, Prince of India and Founder of Buddhism,

a8 told Inverse by an Indian Buddhist. By EDWIN ARNOLD.
4to, manila.

Macaulay’s Essays: Milion, Dryden, Bunyan, History, Samuel
Johneon (two essays), Athenian Orators, and Robert Xfontgom-
ery's Poems, By T. B. MACAULAY. 4to, maniia.

To each new subscriber sending us
TWO DOLLARS,

we will send Liberty for oue year, all the works
above mentioned, and a copy of each of the follow-
ing:—
Lothair.

manil=.
Memories of My Exile, By Louis Kossutn. Translated from

the criginal Hungarian by Ferencz .Jausz. Complete in two

volunies. 4to, manila.

To cap the climax, to each new subscriber sendin

THREE DOLLARS AND A HALF,

we will send Liberty for one yeat, all the works
already mentioned, and a full set of the

Popuiar Histcry of England( A History of Bociety and Gov-
ernmont from the Harliest Perlod to Our Own Times. By
CHARLES KNigur, Co lete in EIGHT vol 4to, manila.

By B. DisraELI. Complete ‘n two volumes. Octavo,

o
>

Thus we offer, besides an.annual subscription to
this paper, @ library of lwenly standard volumes for
$3.50. And these books, remember, are not issued
in trashy form, but printed from good type, on clear
white paper, and bound i fine postal-card manila,—
books as durable as the average workingman can
afford to own until the doctrines of Libevty shall be
vealized, after which he alone will he able to dress
his favorite authors in gilt leaves and morocco covers.

All persons now subscribers for Liberty may avail
themselves of auy of the avove offers by sending the

questions put to him with entire composure. And

and resulted ir: the holding of the accused in $1,000

now for the trial itself!

sums named to A. K. Butts, 23 Dey Strect, New York,
i as a subscription to * Scientific Man.”
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“A Sfroe man is one who enjoys the use of his reason and his
Sfaculties ; who is neither blinded by passion, nor hindered or
driven Ly oppression, nor deceived by erroncous opinions.” —
PROUDHON.

To Our Subscribers.

For various roasons, personal to its editor, Liberty
is to take a briet vacation, and will not appear agaiu
until January 20, 1883. It regrets even so short a
seperation from its readers, and earnestly begs their
indulgence therefor. Let none of them, however,
attribute it to lessening prosperity. The paper is
stronger tod:ly than it ever was, has more .ub-
scribers than it ever had, and is progressing as
satisfactorily as so outspoken a journal could be
expected to. - We are simply “letting go to get a
better hold.” Meanwhile, a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to one and all:

Anarchism and Consent.

The Declaration of Independence is probably the
most  communistic ” doeument that ever obtained ce-
lebrity among good * law-and-order " people on both
centinents. It contains numerous internal evidences
to show that, were Thomas Jefferson living to-day,
he would be a pronounced Anarchist. Itis no won-
der that Sir Henry Maine quotes its reputation among
aristocratic circles of its day as a chimera of general-
ities imbibed by Jefferson through familiar contact
with French atheists.

The above-named document declares that « govern-
ments derive their just powers from the consent
of the governed.”” It therefore follows that, when
any individual is governed by a government without
his or her consent, that government is exercising un-
Jjust powers, and is a usurpation. And yet, in the
government :ubsequently instituted under the Con-
stitution one-half of the people (the women) were
denied re; sesentation at the onset, while, under the
ban of slavery and other uvonstitutional bavs, the
number permitted to express consent or dissent was
in the aggregate cut down to less than one-tenth of
the whole people. To what a ridiculous farce do
Jefferson’s glittering generalities reduce themselves
at the first, touch of common sense!

It was never seriously contemplated by the found-
ers of this government that it should be a govern-
ment of consent. The framers of the Coustitntion
could not have even meant that the will of a majority
should stand as consent, for they disfranchised a
mujority of the people to start with. Allowing that
the majoriéy prineiple stood with them for consent,
they must have had plainly in view a majority of the
minority, which involres a stroke of reductio ad ab-
surdum for the vaunted majority-rule idea, not very
comforting to Iurth of July putriots,

Force i3 ihe essence of ali positive goverumental
institutions. Under any conceivable interpretation
of Jeflerson’s talk about the ecousent of the governed
every existing government is outlawed beyond ve-
covery, and the * just powers " vanish into thin air.

The only pretext on which the defender of political
government can make existing usurpations float upon
consent is to assert that going to the polls and voting,
bearing arms, paying taxes, serving on juries, ete.,
are presumtive ¢vidences that those who do so con-
sent to the iustitutions under which they live. As
well might it be argued that, in accepting the offer
of a highwayman to toss one’s last penny to see
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whather the robber should take it or leave it, the vie-
timn theroby consents to the kighwayman’s occupation.
As the only alternative against extortion, a mau may
go to the polls and vote against the proposed levy of
a corrupt ring of political jobbers, recognizing the
ballot-box only on grounds of expediency, as a sink-
ing man might hug a fiithy pile in the dock. An
Auarchist may pay taxes to escape going to jail, or
sit in a jury-box to save a friend, in nccordance with
his rating of the costs of given ofences wguinst his
principles.

Bat, behind all thesu accidents of fate, the Anarch-
ist puts this bottom question to government and its
defenders: By what right am 1 thrust iuto the alter
native o recognizing the hinery of the State as the
only chance left me of rescuing my life, liberty, and
1 fons from invasion?
consent in response to this question is utterly ridieul-
ous. To argue the right of might is.to use the argu-
ment of a professional robbor. How wiil the defender
of the State answer it, then P

The State is & purz usurpation, Thd individual is
coerced for hisown good, — semebody outside of him-
self being set up as authoritative judge of what is for
his own good. He is thus put in the same moral
dock as were the victims of the Inquisition. This
scheme will continue to work finely for the oppressor
until the political victim turns around an‘i applies the
sarae argument to the inquisitor, The Anavehist,
however, proposes to coerce the agents of the State
no further for their own good than to see to it that
they step dowi and out, ge home and mind their dwn
business, and leave Liberiy, consent, and wnatural
gelecticin"to crystallize society into an organijzation
that shall conform to natural law. If the iaquisitors
refuse to go home peaceably, and among the acci-
dents of the war for Liberty somo of them conse-
quently get hurt ¢ for their own good,” they, as
Christians, can do no more taan enter it upon the
profit-and-loss account of an All-\Wise Providence.

*“ Crimes Against Religicus Liberty.”

Italian rag-pickers, searching barrels in the street,
arrested in the name of Christian charity for desecrat-
ing the holy Sabbath ; newsbays and bootblacks over-
awed by pious policemen and prevented from earning
the few cents upon which they depend for food ; ele-
vated railroads, horse cars, and churches running on
full time, and the monacp.lists and parsons making
money for the glory of God,—a few of the pheno-
mena attendant upon the enforcing of the new penal
code of New York last Sunday. Sabbath vigilance
committee, sided by church committees, succeeded in
inducing the police to interfere with everybody's
business and compel citizens to “ conform to their
wishes,” and Rev. Howard Crosby was “ well pleased
with the result” To this rveverend follower of the
meek and lowly Jesus it was pleasant to see the
streets clear of the “uusightly apple and peanui
stands,” and while he stood in the pulpit and lauded
the Almighty for his many blessings conferred, in-
cluding a large salarvy showered down from heaven
upon the said reverend follower, with much holy up-
rolling of his ecclesinstical eyes he thanked David
Dudley Field, God, and the police that the vulgar
rabble could not disturb the meditations and prayers

,| of tho anointed with the noise and clamor of mere

worldly bread-winning. A young Christian indulged
in religious ecstacy becanse the Jew clothing stores,
which had been a great source of annoyance to him
on his way to church, were closed.

These outrages ave properly classified in the code
under the heading : “Crimes against religious liberty.”

,| The whole code is one colossal crime against Iiberty,

committed by and for the benefit of members of one
of the most dangevous families that ever encam-
bered this planet.

in the persons of the Field brothers ave hodied
forth the most flagrant abuses and the most despica-
ble features of our no-aystem of society. Cyrus W.
Field is a typical monopolist and labor-thief. Henry
M. Field is a false teacher, spreading, not light, but
mental darkness and superstition from the pulpit and
the religious press.  For the greater profit and glory

To argue the right of
-3 (=}

of these and such as thege, David Dudley Field con-
trives attorneyisms, full of vicious devices and cunning
atrocities, in the shape of a penal code and laws com-
pelling conformity to their wishes; and, it any man
protests that the paper constitution of the Unijted
States i3 violated by this contrivarce, Stephen J.
Ficld sits upon the bench of the supreme court, vested
with authority to sustain the code by speciosities and
learned unveracities of the law, The whole force
and authority of the Church and the State combine
to further the schemes of these men and crash out
what little ot Liberty remains to the people. ¢ Tke
public be damned!” is the keynote of all this mis-
erable business, and, if the people of New York
subinit to this crowning infamy of American quack
government, they will get themselves damned with
sufficient speed. There is need for the arrestment of
knaves and dastards,— the gods sud the Ficids,—
and the public shall either speedily arresi them or
swiftly be damned. These idle have alsc vecome
disorderly. They should cease disorder, and betake
themselves to honest industry, or £holished.
Either that, or Liberty mst disappear; destroyed
it cannot be, for it is a trrth, and only a lie cannot
exist forever, be very swre. 1If the untraths, the
penal codes and attorneyisms, te not throttled, they
muy outlive some gencrations, horwever,—a fact
which New York may not unprofinbly consider.

ire

Constructive Immorality.

The following cditorial from ¢ L'Intransigeant,” written by
Alphonse Humbert ¢ propos of the recent arrests of Anarch- ~
ists and Socialists in France, not only is n keen and power-
ful argumenta ive protest against the gencral theory of con-
struective crime, but is especially in point here and now, when
. H. Heywood and others are in danger of imprisonment for
publicly teaching doctrines which Anthony Comstock and a
handful of priests are plensed to consider immoral :

Abont 1841 or 1842 —1 cannot fix the date exactly, but it
was in England and at the time of the terrible industrial crisis
which followed ti'» introduction of machinery — a Chartast edi-
tor expressed the opinion in his journal that the cause of the
~vil from which the laborers suffered lay in the excessive con-
centration of population, and, that, in consequence, it was nec-
essary to “ burn London.” And he wrged ihe workingmen to
set about the task av once.  He was summoned before & comt.
‘The judge discharged him with & shrang of the shonlders.

“ Why!” said he, ¢ if it is his opinion!”

Such is the law in countries of liberty. The liberty to think
and consequently to speak and write is entire, unlimited, indi-
visible, and absolute, or it is nothing. An opinion, an idea,
though revolting to every conscience and to all commen sense,
though a hundred times odions and detestable, thougt destroe-
tive of all that men are weil-nigh unanimous in respecting, can
never constitute an offence.  The right to punish begins only
with the fact. This is the doctrine——not radical, simply just
and buman — which M. Victor Cousin, an orthodox, college-
bred, and consecrvative philosopher, formuiated in these terms
before the court of peers at about the same period, indignant
at the scandalous charge »f ¢“moral complicity * in the Dupoty
case:

Prove to me direct complicit; , skow me facts establishin
actual participation in the crir 3, and I will be severe. But
cannot condemn a man for his »;a ‘nions, however detestable they
may be.

Since that time we have tvavelled far and done much. We
have accomplished three or four revolutions, overiurned, re-
pealed, and constructed an enorinous number of laws, constita-
tions, and governments, swept away two mounarchies, and we
arc now in our sccond republic. It has Iasted twelve years.
Bat, in the matter of hberaliem, we are still very far betind
the English judge and M. Cousin. * Moral complicity,” that
monstrous legal infamy invented hy the doctrinaires of the
Restoration zad revived, in the face of the indignant outery of
all Europe, by Attorney-General ilébert, — *“morai complic
ity ” hes vemained in our codes. 1t still sullies them, and is
about to be invoked against journalists and orators, as in the
days of the state of sicge and military tribunals.

Emile Gautier * is prosccuted — 1 pass in silence the stupid
charge of affiliation witk the International — for provocation,
througl: the piess, to tue crimes of pillage, incendiarism, efe.,
the provocation having been followed by results.

Jules Guesde, Paul Lafargue, and Bazin,$ our fricnds of
“ L'Egalité,” are charged with provocation, from the platform,
to T know not what other crimes, the provocation, in this in-
stance, not having been followed by results.

In both cases stnpidity vies with baseness,

What has Gantier said# They do not even know whether
he is the author of the articles complained ot. I admit that

* One of the mort prominent Anarchists in Paris,

t Three leading French Socialistz of the Kart Mary school.




. that sexnal matters ave “low and indecent.”

%5

he is. Mo has said, | admit further, that it is the right of the
poor to swesp down upon capital and take by main force twols
and workshops and !auds and houscsiand the wealth contained
in‘them, and that, to achiceve this legitimate conquesi, every
weapon is good, — sword and fire and dynamite,

I allow all this to the judges. He has said the whole of it.
And I ask the judges with what they are meddling when they
intervene. Pure theory, words carrfed by the wind. 'T'he law
touches only realithes.  'Where are they ?

Elsewhere ¥ At Montcean-les-Mines 2 Other men have acted
under the intluence of these fatal counscls? How do you
know? Have you looked into their consciences? You may
prove, perhaps, the facts which it pleases you to so readily eall
crimes, —the judges have not yet passed upon them; but 1
defy yuu, whatever happens, whatever proofs you may have
in your hands, whataver revelation the trial may bring forths
— T defy you to cstablish that these men would not have acted
if Gautier had not written.  But that is what you must prove;
you bave hound yourselves to do so by taking judicial action
against the journalist; else words no longer hava meaning,
every coincidence is transformable into a correlation at the
will of a jadge, your justico is hothing more than a complex
form of absolutism, and your law simply & trap.

It will be answered: We go far ia reasoning thus.
much farther in reasoning otherwise.

1 helieve, for my part, that, even under the rdgime of uni-
versal suffrage, 1 resort to force remsing the highest right of
oppressed peoples. I believe it and 1 say it. At three years
from the Sixteenth of May you will not dare, perhaps, to
prosccute me.

But who knows ? 'lomorrow, in six months, in & year, in
two vears, — for vour law has another remarkable side:
« provocation.” considered as an excuse or mitigating cizcum-
stance, canuot be invoked in behalf of the person provoked
unless he has acted -instantancously under the immediate in-
fluence of the provocation; on the contrary, no lapse of time
protects the provoker or relieves him of responsibility, — &l Sy
time, then, insurgents may rush into the streets, evect barri-
cades, fight, and be beaten. I shall not know them; perhaps
I shall blame their aciion, and condemn it in my conscience.
Moreover, there may be nothing in common between them and
me. They may not: know of my existence and ncver have
read my writings. ‘They may not know how to read. It
matters not. I have provoked. Ihavea share in the crime
and the penalty, — the same share &s theirs. And you would
condemn me! It is maduness; it is bascness. But it is the
law.

As for those who ,)~mclp'1ted in the conference at Montlu-
¢on, their case iy quite vifferent. They have spoken, but no
one has acted. Guilty just the same. We have just seen, in
the case of Gautier, that one may be an accomplice in an offence
or a erime which he has neither known of nor foreseen.
M. Deves is preparing to show us, in the cases ¢f Guesde, La-
fargue, and Bazin, that one may be responsible for a deed that
has not beer dons, and that there may be complicity where
there is neither crime nor offence nor any infraction whatever.
Still it is the law.

These pretty things have been in the code since 1819. The
Republic has left them there. It seems to me that this wonld
be a good time, in view of this double prosecution, to clcan the
page stained seven ycars ago with the blood of Maroteau. A
hint to our legislators. A hint to you especially, my dear
Maret, who have just taken, regarding the Montceau-les-
Mines affair, 50 useful and honorable an initiative by intro-
ducing your bill concerning provisional libierty.

We 3o

I1¥ So, Why?
To the Editor of Liiva
Dear Sir,— in tae o8 Secker of Nevember 1, Mr. Bos

lation of certain of Walt Whitiman's pocins, that he does not
selieve in circulating that which is i, i+ and offensive to
the usual rense of deceney.” Deference to the “ usual sense of
decency *’ of menkind should b2« ¢0a strong enongh to deter
Mr. Bennett from cireulating * Capid’s Yokes ™ after iiis arrest
4% Watk;us; for nothing is more certair than that that pam-
:ges the *usaal sense of decency’ of most Chris-

\d of thousands of half-educated Liberals, Mr. Bennett
aespr 0ps ts ceasult the * usual sense of decency ' of Chris-
tian pecple when he is about to thruw upon ihe world a new
iconoclastic hook, which can have no other effect upon this
« ygusl sense” thar to throw it into convulsions of horror and
disgust.  Mr. Bennett should not forget that this sentiment —
the “ usual sense of decency ” of the human race — is rela-
tive, not absolute. :

Again: Mr. Bemnett imported from England, bound, and
circulated a work, “ I'he Elements of Social Scieiice,” possess—
ing all the offensive features of ¢ Cupid’s Yokes,” and others
pecaliarly its own. In so doing, Mr. Bennett outraged the
“ ugunl sense of decency " of every conservative person into
whose hands the book f:1l. But he performed a most merito-
rious setion in introducing this work to American readers,
“though it would be “indecent, distasteful, or offensive to

_ minety-nine people in a bundred.”

But the  Truth Seeker” editor reveals the cause of bis hitter
apposition to Walt Whitman’s interdicted poenis, when he suys
He makes no

i formidalile aspect.
| not more easily obtained. The curse of labor — for labor is
*w ~rse when by various &)mplicatcd ~nd cunning contri
nett, in replying to John 3. Cobh, says :peeking ¢ the civen- |
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exceptic. s in his sweeping denunciation,  He does not In the
ien8CGuality his scorn of those duties and functions of life
which *¢ should be performed 1 cecret.”  Educated in a theol-
ogy which holds a3 inherently viie the hodv, wnd especially
the sex nature, perhaps it 18 not a matter of “urprise that ho
hag not escaped wholly from its blighting ifluence. ‘To &
man who regards as  low and indecent” .. ; organs and ncts
necessary to the reproduction of human lite it is as useless to
talk of the essenvial parity and cicanliness of Whitman's
poems as to ** avgue with & man who has renounced the use of
his reason.” Reading Mr. Bennett's diatribe against Whitman
and Heywood, it would not be hard to imagine that one was
perusing a sereed written by some puritan fanatic against the
deadly wickedness of *fleshly appetites” and “carnal vanities.”

Upon whom has Mr. Tleywood “ forced ™ thoe gelections from
“Leaves of Grass?” Has not Mr. Bennett ¢ forced” his
tracts and leaflets upon people wio abhorred their sentiments
and beld in utter loathing their *“bad taste ?” Mr. Bennett
had a perfect right to select the *¢ obscene * passages from the
Bible and print them in & book *for his own use,” but he had
¢ no right to make himself offensive by forcing it upon others.’
This is the gentleman’s own logic.  According to the moral
code be has just formulated he had ro move 1ight to publish
“ The Holy Bible Abridged” chan Mr. Heywnood had to issue
the slips to which he (Beumett) so strenuonsly objects.
}is act was just a8 much in *“bad taste” as Mr. Heywood's.
If he is sincere in his professions, the next number of the
“Truth Secker " will contain an announcement of the with-
drawal from circulation of “ The Holy 8ible Abridged.”

In his reply to Mr. A. H. Wood, Mr. Bennett says: “ Mr.
Heywood scems to insist on circulating that which to us scems
indclicate, improper, and indecent. We are not iu favor of
circulating such matter, and merely exercise the right to say
80.” Yet Mr. Bennett claims that certain portions of the Bible
are “indelicate, improper, and indecent,” and, so claiming
and beeause of that asserted fact, he has selected, printed, and
published some of these *“indecent” passages in book and
pamphlet form, and has circulated these books and pamphlets
through the mails and otherwise. Ile says that he is not in
favor of circulating **indelicate, improper, and indecent”
literature, and yct he takes cspecial paing to disseminate that
which he strenuously insists is the very quintessence of in-
delicacy and indecency. If Mr. Bennett is opposed on p-in-
ciple 1o the circulation of such matter, why does he not take
out of the market ¢ Holy Bible Abridged” and ¢ Last Letter
from Ludlow Street Jail?™” And if he does not do so, what
are we to infer?

One more quotation from Mr. Bennett: ¢ We cannot think
there is any valuabie principle involved in such circulation,
or that any speeial good can acerue from i’  “Ihe same prin-
ciple is involved that was involved in the cireulation of “ Cu-
pid’s Yolkes,” for maintaining which Mr. Bennett endured a
term of imprisonment in the Albany penitentiary.

The right of publication is the question under discussion
and the principie involved. Does Mr. Bennett helieve that
there should be State restriction of this vight? Ifso, why?

Yonrs for Liberty,

Norway, Iowa. )

! WALXER,
““Max ” Looks Into the Poverty Question.
i Boston “ Globe.”]}

“The approach of winter, with its Pandora’s hox of dis-
comforts and plagues for the poor.” quoth Max, ‘inakes
itself manifest through the medinm of the .riminal courts,
which are accurate barometers of the lower strata of the gocial
atmosphere. TFood, fuel, and clotliing begin to swell the
exnense accounts, and the problem of living assumes a more
‘Wages do not rise, however, and work is

yances
wne latiorer is compelled to support a Yorde of useless idlers,
and is depriveq of his natural right to consmine what he pro-
duces — weighs heavily upon all who have not learned how
to legally rob their fellowimen, and most heavily upor i
who are at the bottom of the social structure. It i wueie s te
preach of the dignity of labor and the blessings of destitation
1o the man or woman whose ...scles are tired, and whose
gastric juices are instigating a bread riot and fomenting all
manner of internal disturbances. There is no dignity in social
slavery, no beatitude in an empty stomach, and all the sophis-
try and cant cver mouthed or written cannot persuade the
least ambitious man thet it is a privilege to be poor while
others roll in plenty. Poverts is not & virtue; ncither is it a
mere misforture. ¥, ot A crime. It is a violation of the
rigid which the {ct of exis: uce confers upon every human
heing, —the vight to gratiry all his desires at his own costs
which of eonse inclades the righit not to he taxed for the
gratiication of any other person’s desires. It is tle gross
violation ~nd subtle subversion of this right by the contriv-
ances 0: " ae iniquitous combination known ss civilized society
which constitutes the erime of poverty. Poverty is the essence
of &lmoat all the crimes known to the law; hut, by divers
ingenjous devices, the pnnishment or cost of this essential
crime is made to fall upon the victim instead of upon those
who are justly responsible.”

“Your theory may be all right,” rcjoined the Counsellor,
¢ hut what is the use of putting these idens into the heads of

which ignorance may make dangerous.
t to the Jdang

« I the monopolist, the exploiter of men, the civilized canni-
bal can derive 2ny cncouragement from the statement of chese
fiucts —not theories, mind you — they are welcome t. make
the most of it. Discontent under oppression is a healthy sign,
and ought to be fostered. 1t does not ind'c: tc necessarily a
elear understanding of the situation or its cause, but the drift
of discontent is always knowledgeward, and with more or less
eddying back and forth and catching here and there fn dilatory
witirlpools it witl reach the ultimate faet, the great ocean of
truth, wherein ail real knowledge raust be.”

“ But what is your application of .hese facts, as vou call
them :” interrupted the Counsellor. “ I know, of course, that
the number of arrests for offences agninst property ix larger than
in the warm weather, but what has that to do with labor ? It oc-
curs to me that the idle and criminal elemenis are concentrated
in the large cities, being driven in Ly the inconveniences of
winter wanderings through the country, and that the increase
of erime is due to the aggression of criminals.”

“ 1 grant,you that the idlers und the real eriminals do flock
to the ciry wien the leaves begin to full,” rejoined Max, with a
quiet smile. *The watering places nusually close up at this
time of year, and the beach landlord gazes thoughifully sea-
ward from his deserted veranda, and abstractedly toys with a
lucifer mateh in his vest pocket.  Also the bucolic tramp hies
him hitherward, when November winds rustle the haysced out
of his hair and whistle drearily through the crevices of his
coat, and institutes a search v saelter and free lunch, But
the increase of offenders brought inte court is not composed of
either class, although the tramp, who i merely a rude imitator
of the society idler, does find his way herc vhen the problem
of living becomes uncomfortably dificult - solution. It is
tiie accumulacion of burdens upon th» backs 7 ‘hose who sup-
port the whole social system tbat causes the increase of
crime.  Poverty becomes more distressful, and, in the effort to
avoid some portion of the evil, the rights of property arv
violated. But whatever may be the radieal cause of alil this,
I intended merely to comment on the phenomena of Jurceny
as observable in this court. You will notice that, when cold
weather sets in, overcoats will be in greater demand than s~traw
hats among thicves, which would indicate to some minds that
the clement of want has a place somewhere in the ethics of
larceny. As an apt illustration, take these cises disposed of
todey : Hervy Fullem stole a twenty-two-doilar avercoat, aud
was given three months in jail.  Thomas Hart stole a blanket,
and was fined fiftecn de'ars and costs.  Jessie McGregor,
being unfortanately fitted out with digestive organs which
have not always sufficient employment o keep them from
manifesting a spitit of insulordination, stole five pounds of
beef, and was ordered by tte law to pay a dollar a pound for
it and then go without it Peter Kinsley appropriated a ham,
but as he conld not show ihat he bad any other excuse than
being out cf work, and was nut hungry enough to eat the ham
raw, he was fined three dollars and costs. There isnothing
peculiar about any of these eases. They are simply sitniti-
cant to one who takes an interest in the great problemn of fibor
and its reward.”

In short, it gives en-

classes.”

Too Much of a Fool to Do Good.
{Cincinnati * Commercial.”]

The eradication ot bad is the only principle of good which
Mr. Comstock rccognizes. e is, consciuently, but a poor
philantaropist. We have said that his principle is negative in
application; he proposcs to stamp out vice in order that virtue
may prevail, rather than, by some direct means of doing good,
to advance the cause of victue. He will never sneceed, fur he
is too muck of & fool, and too shallow in intellect, ever to be-
stow any benetit on society

£ Error of Omission Rectified.
To ihe £div ~ of Liberty:

Drar Sik, — Ia your last issue’s notice of the case of the
United States vs. Heywood, you make anomission to which 1
am sure thar your attention has only to lLie ealled to ensure its
rectification. In designating Mr. Heywood’s counsel you leave
out the name of Mr. George W. Searle.  As an ace of justice
to that gentleman, who, in connection with thix case, is doing
valiant and cfticient service in the cause of Liberty. Task you
to insert this correction.  Faithfally yours,

Jonx Stovur Conn,

[Liberty offers sincere apology to Mr. Searle, and
is obliged to Mr. Cobb for the correction of its ervor,
which is thus explained. Neither Mr. Cobb nor My,
Heywood having mentioned any other eounsel to us
than Messrs, Pickering and Cobb, we were not awave
that Mr. Searle had been retained w.til we entered
the court-rnom on the day of the examination, at
which hovr Liberty had alveady gone to press.  Pes-
haps we can best make amends to Mz, Searle, who iz
not only aa earnest radieal, but one of the ablest
membess of the Massachusetts bar, by declaring our
wish that Mr. Heywood would make him senior coun-
sel in the caso, instead of employing him in a sub-

the unthinking elasses !t It only prodaces & vagne diseontent

ordinate caparity, -~ Eprror LiserTy ]
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LIBERTY.

THE 8ONG OF THE “LOWHER CLANSES.”
We plough and sow, we're so very, very icw,
That wo delve in tuw dirty clay
Vil weo bleas the plain with the goldes grain
And the vale with the fragrou: hay,
Our place we kueow,—we'ro so very, very low,—
*I's down at ke landlord's feet ;
Wa're not too low the geain to grow, ‘
But too low the bread te eat.

Down, down we go, we'ro 8o very, very low,
1'o the kell of the deep-sunk mines;

tut we gather t.:e proudest gemn that glow
When the brow of a dospot shines,

And whene'er he lacks, upon our hacks
Fresh loads he duigna to lay;

We're far too low to veto the tax,
But nol too low to pay.

We're low, we're low,—mere rabble, we know,-—
Rut at our plastic power,

“Uhe world at the lordlings’ fret will glow
Tuto palace and churel, and tower;

. Then prosteate fall {n the rich man’s hail,

And er'nge at the rich man’s door;

We're not too low to build the wall,
Pt too Tow to tread the floor,

We'relow, we're low, welra very, very low,
Yet from our fingers glide
e sitken low and thi robes thut glow
Round 'hé limbs of the sons of pridy;
And what we get and what we glve
We know, epd w6 _sow our share;
We're not oo Iow tie cloth to weave,
But too low the cloth to wear,

We're low, we're low, we're vory, very low,
And yet when the trumpets ving,
The thrust of the poor man’s arm will go
Through the heart of the proudest king;
We're icw, we're low, our plaze we kuow,
‘We're only the rank pud tile;
We're not too low to kill the foe,
But too low to touch the spoil.
ErxesT JoNus.

Good News, If True.

We should like to bulieve in the advent of such a Democihtic .
party as the following extract from an editorial in the Louis-
ville “Couner-Journal” heralds. But the wlish is absurd.
The Democratic party, like all polirical varties, c.:ca it obtains
power, will be only too ready to cer tralize it, no matter what
Jefferson taught. But, considering principles alone and apart
from the instruments of their realization, the ¢ Conrier-Jour-
Lib-
exty asks nothing more than is contained in these brave words :
True Democracy hus faith in the people, and it is therefore
the invetcrate enemy of unmnecessary or experirnental legisla-
tion. Legislation is an evi' and the less of it we have the bet-
ter. The people are neitaer infants nor imbeciles; they may
safely be allowed to choose good or evil; they do not need to
be kept forever in leading strings. The curse of the nation has
been over-legislation, —a desire-on the part of a few narrow-
minded and bigoted men to force the ‘people to live np to theis
own standard of vight and wrong in morals and in commerce.
Fortunately weo have passed beyond that stage of development
whon the State tries to force the people to conform to the reli-
gions ideas and practices of a peculiar set, or even of the apos-
tles themselves, [Where, and how long since >~Ep1ror Lin-
Exty.] We haveabandoned force in religion, bat we still cling
1o it in other matters. 'We would force men to stop drinking, to
bay certain styles of goods, to place their money in certain banks,
toabandon certain industries and follow others. We tax them
to encourage them; we make them surrender a part of their
crops to subsidize others, who else would have to change their
occupations or improve their methods. We find men who
claim to be intelligent, and especially the friends of the people,
insisting on extending the power of government to savings
banks, to the telegraph, to railroads, and Henry George de-
mands that'the government also “resume” possession of all
landed property. These are the dreams and nnsubstantial
visione of mer: whose ideas have been warped by the practices
of the generation when atti-Democratic practices prevailed in
congress. What the people now need is & resl Democratic
party; & party not afraid of its principles or platforms; a
party whizh realizes that taxation in any form is an evil, and
a buvden to be so fitted to the shoulders of the people as to
bear as lightly as pessible on all classes; a party which looks
on debt as a cuvse instead of a* blessing, which would not
coerce the people even to their own goed. This is the new
Democracy, and yet it is the Domocracy of the fathers of the
repm;lic.' Noninterference with the habits, practices, ideas,
opinions, or prejudices of :the people, under the pretence of
stimalating trade, pr ing labor, suilding up fact
Jessening tenptation, caring. for the savings of the people, or
facilitating’ the interchange 'of merchandise or intelligence, —
thexe are the principles of this age, the real principles of the
Democrati®.party, :and to these. the government must return.

nal's ” is a true prophecy and as Anarchistic as need be.

philanthropist, who would organise societies to bless people
who preferred not to be bleseed, and all his speeches bore this
reftain: “Curse your souls anv bodies, come up, and be
blessed,” The Republican party is a party of Honeythunders :
iv would hless the peonle with Amoriean fron even at the risk
of general bankrupiey; it would foree the railroads to use
American vails at an sddijional expense of from five to ter. |
chonsand ¢ ollars a mile; it would subsidize steamshipe, cut
eunils, create savings lanks, and o last, in obedience to the
dor.aias of the oxtremists, abggrb the lunds and the railroads,
and wse them only for the p¥iposc of blessing n peovle too
wenk and stupid to care for itself.

Fortunutely, it is understood Ha all circles that s re-action
has comy; that the fandeney to parcutsism and centrahization
is cherked, and thac these benovolent projects must he abau-
doned. The governmont is to be stricily con(inego its legiti-
mate province, and the people are to be leit filfe to porsce,
after their own fashion, their desires. !

Cost of Executing Freemen’s Wilis.

The following alarming statistics of election day in New
York city, given by Annie Wakewman, » New York corre-
spondent . 1 the Chicago * News,” should convince ali that the
bailot is an expenxive master:

There are 683 eleciion polls, i¢ each of which are appointed
six polling officers and two policenien, together with four
federal officinis, making an army of about £,260 officials, a« an !
cxpense .« abous $40,000! There are at least six wooder {
boxes for Lilis, banners, and ticket men =t cach place, making |
ahout 4,000 boxer thav coet, delivered there, $12,000, and these
are manned by about tweaty peddlers of tickets and watchers,
inaling another army of 13,0600, at a cost of about $50,000.
The m¢ ney expended for printing throughout all the districis
on all sides will amount to $30,000. V.te-buying and the
like wiil foot up another $50,000, whicly wili bring the total of
the day’s election expenscs, ineluding rene of polling places, at
$60,000, to a round sum of §225,000. The preparations for all
this had previously cost at least that suin.  * So over $500,000
has heen epent in this ‘ snow-flaking for a freeman’s will, ” I
said to myself as I volled off on my rounds.

Ruskin’s ‘ Conservatism.”’
{London * Tiuth,”]

Sowme of the disputanis who have lately been writing to the
papers about  tLo pohties of intellect” have claimed Mr.
Ruskin as a Consevvative. The following ¢ epitome of opin-
ion,” gathered haphazard from ¢ Fors Clavigera,” will show
that, if Mr. Ruskin iy a friend of the Teries, they should de-
voutly wish to be saved from h' 2. Lord Beaconsfield’s policy
on the Bastern Question, Mr. Ruskin considered, was *“to the
ever! «ting shnmemgland.” “Rent is denounced as “the
fatallest £o. 0 of ¢ od-forbidden guilt of nsury ;> and when
asked his opinion about the Irish Land League, Le said that
ji= purpose — that Ireland should bri. - ; to the peoplr: of Ire-
land - was * ultimately u quite ineviwole condition of things ;
aad taat the oniy principle whick® could close the agitation
wa< chat ¢ each man should possess the gronnd he could use,
and no more.”

A tuminous Distinction.
[New York * Giraphic.”] -

The London * Spectator,” in commenting upon the late Mr.
Darwin’s lcrter, recentiy published in tbhe “ Pall Mall Ua-
zette,” in which he says, * [ do not believe that any revelation
has ever been made,” ohserves, in its usual wrong-headed way,
that Mr. Darwin “ does deny revelation.” So far as the letter
spoken of is concerned, Mr. Darwin does not deny revelation.
He does not say, * I believe that no revelation was ever made,
bui “I do not believe that any revelation .as ever mnje.”
‘Fo refuse to assert that a thing is so is by no means th¢ same
as to assert that it is not so.

ENGLISH TYRANNY AND IRISH SUFFERING.

BY AVERY MERIWETHER.

A FAMPHLET of 27 }pugen dircussing the socinl and pelitieal
bearings of the Irish agitation. Dedirated to the Irish Land
League of Memphis, ‘Tennessee. Fifty cophcs donated to the Red
Cross Fund to be sold for the .

BENEFIT OF THE SIBERIAN EXILES,

Prico, post-paid, 10 cents.
Address: BENJ. R. TUCKER, Box 336¢, Boaton, Mass,

Just Published :
NATURAL LAW;

OR, THRE 4/ IENCH OF JUSTICE.
BY LYSANDER SroON=R.

TREATIES ON NATURAL LAW, NATURAL JUSTICE,
Natural Right. . Natural Liberty, and Natural 8ociety, showing
;h{ut alllegislation wintsoever Is an sbsurdity, a usurpation, and a
crime.

P'rice, post i, 10 cents,

In “Edwin Drood,” Mr. Honeythuader i§ the ‘profcssional

LIBERTY AND MORALITY.

By W 8, BELL.

N ANDRESS dellvered before the recent F.esthinkers' Clan.

vention at Watklus, N. Y. Eloquent, beld, profound,

PRICOEB, ., . . . . . 15bCENTS

Address: R. TUCK¥R. Bor 3366, Bufwwu. Mess.

RUSSIA AND NIHILISM.

By COL. W. P. BLACK.

A LECTURE delivered before the Chicago Liveral
League and Indastrial Reform Clab.,

PRICE, PCST-PAID, 10 CENTS,

SA masterplece, whith-has given mo peofiund
hensiveness and gecuracy v ¢ e author’s know! 1
spirit, the char @ of Lis love for triti, fastice, i, b CFRy of
his sympathy, and the boidny s anu freshuess of his mauner vivete d meto
his poges as soon &s [ had open.a them."—JOHN EWc¥TON. ‘.

*Such o masterly end logiosl summiinz-up of the case against the
Romaanils must give onr peopl « pause, and Maxy ther, think. Thon we
shall wee n public upinton more worthy of cur past and our natiomal post-
the a winong clvilized states."—\VENDELZL PHILLIPS.

Address: BENJ. R. TUCKER, Box 3368, Boston, Maes+

Repubtished ! s
THE SUPPRESSED BOGOK!
WalT WHITHMAN'S POEMS:

“IEAVES OF GRASS.”

“ yuth, crused to earth, shail rise aguan.”

A new editlon, veprinted from the OsgnodGs’ plates without alteration
or 2mendation, of the beok which Ralph Waldo Emerson, during his
life, hailed as ‘‘ the most extruo:dinnry piece of wit and w! n
that America har yet contributed,” ead which, after Lis death, was
suppressed a8 “ opscene™ b the autborlties 0® Massachusctts a® the
instigation of the Society tc: the Suppreesion o1 "re,

Price, #2.00.

Sent, , aut-p.ald, on receipt of price.
Addross: BENJ. R. TUCKER, Box 3%, Boston, Mass,

LIBERTY’S PORTRAIT-GALLEFY.

For either of the follcwing Plctc;rea. address,
BENJ. R. ®XUCKFER, 3ox 33u8. Bosion, ldass

P, J. PROUDHON: The profoundest politicai
philosopher and ceonomizt that has ever iived. An elegant steel-
plate engraving, suitable to frame and hang. Price, post-paid and
sccurely wrapped, 75 cents, :

MICHAEL BAKOUNINE: Russian revolutionist,
founder of Nihilism, and apostie of Anarchy. A fine, large photo-
itthograph, printed on heavy peper. Price, post paid and securcly
wrappad, 50 centa.

PROSTITUTION AND THE INTERNA-
tional Woman’s Leagne, By Henry Edger. Price, 15 cents.

INTERNATIONAL ADDRESS: Au elaboraté,
cun‘}prrhensive, and very vntectaining Exposition of the principi
of The Working-People’s International Assou.ation. By Wik
B. Greene. Prize, 15 cents,

THE WORKING WOMEN: A Lettor to the
Rev. Henry W. Foote, Minister of King’s Chapel, in Vindication
of the Poorer Class of Boston Working-Women. By Willlam E.
Greene. Price, 15 cents,

SO THE RAILWAY KINGS ITCH FOR AN
Empire, Do they? By a* Red.Hot Strike.,” of Scranton, Pa. &
Reply to an article By William M. Grosvenor in the International
Review. Price, luv cents; per hundred, §4.00.

THE LABOR DOLLAR. By Steph'en Pearl An-

drews. Price, 10 cents,

CAPTAIN ROLAND’S PURSE: How It is
Filled and How Kmptied. By John Ruskin. The first c5 a pro.
jected serics of Labor Tracts. Supplied at 37 cents per hundred.

ANARCHISM OR ANARCHY? A Discussion
between William H. Thllinghast xnd Benj. R. Tnoker. Prefaced
by an Open Letter to Rev. William J. Potter. Sent on ruoelpt of
a postage stamp,

WORK AN “WEALTH. By J. K. Ingals.
Price, 10 cenys,

YOURS OR MINE: An Essay to show the True
Basis of Propecty, and . he Causes of its invavitable Distribution.
By E H.Heywood., P 2 15uconta,

MUTUAL BANILXG:
Deticiency of the exiatiny %
on aloney can be Abolishe -
cents.

THE GREAT STRIKE: Its Relations to Labor
Property, und Government. By E. H. Heywocd. ‘Price, 15 cents

SOCIALISTIC, COMMUNISTIC, MUTUAL-
i;fﬂi. and Finauclal Fragments. By Willlam B. Greeno. Price

Tbn 2 o o I\Ic« int : !‘:rm()lys."'i&m T ly
und in cloth, and contalning over sixi 3 s =
tions, and Re;h-wan. hy the most 'll'ol‘r\lyill\“l! rodies? ;’\'!Ona
industrial, inancial, wocial, literary, ecientiile, philosopaioal;
and religlous subjects, 833 pagea ovtavo. m«.ﬁw
numbders, $1.15. :

WHAT IS PROPERTY ? Oran Inquiry in!
Prineiple of Right-amd of Dovernment. By P. J. Prowdhol
fi~xd by a Sketch of Proudhon’s Life and Works; and owl
as n Frontispiece a fine steel Engraving of the Authos, Tran.Ja
from the French by Bend. R. Tucker. A aystematic, thorotihas
tantesl liscusaion of the institution of proper.y, ==dta

Hletory, its present status, andl its dusting to! 5

detnited and startling exposé of tie crimes Wh

the evile which it uders.

Showing he Radical
salniing Medinm, and how Interest
By William B. Greere. Price, &8

Aldress: RENJ, R. TUCKER, Box 3368, Boaton, Mass.

#3.60; Jull calf, vlue,




